Light One Candle...
As we light the Hanukah candles this year,
we hope that the light dispels the darkness we see all around us.
We invite you to light the candles as you might every year. This year, however,
please consider dedicating your shamash (helper candle) to these issues by
talking about them and exploring them using the resources listed below.
What is the memory that’s valued so highly that we keep alive in that flame.
What’s the commitment to those who have died when we cry out
“They’ve not died in vain.”
We have come this far always believing that justice will somehow prevail.
This is the burden and this is the promise and this is why we will not fail.
“Light One Candle”, Peter Yarow

Candle 1
Light one candle.... in hopes of putting an END TO GUN VIOLENCE and demanding
COMMON SENSE GUN LAWS across our country
“Let them bet heir swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”
Isaiah 2:4
As the candles are burning, read the Jewish Council for Public Affairs’ Resolution
Calling For The Passage Of Meaningful Gun Safety Legislation.
Legislation. Just type that
title into browser and the document will pop up.
Candle 2
Light one candle... in hopes of being more RESILIENT in the face of TERRORISM
"One who spills blood is as if that person has diminished the Divine Image"
Midrash Mekhilta Shemot 20:13
As the candles burn, learn more about our aspirations for peace as articulated by
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President of the Union for Reform Judaism, at
http://www.reformjudaism.org/blog/2015/10/15/sabbath-solidarity-and-prayerpeace
Candle 3
Light one candle.... in hopes of PROTECTING WOMEN’S
WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE RIGHTS
“Rebekah became pregnant. The children pressed against each other inside her. She
thought: If this is so, why do I exist? So she went to inquire of Adonai. Adonai said to
her: Two peoples are in your belly…” Genesis 25:22-24
As the candles are burning, learn how the National Council of Jewish Women is
advocating for women’s rights: NCJW Infuriated by Senate Vote to Repeal the
Affordable Care Act, Defund Planned Parenthood at
http://www.ncjw.org/content_12274.cfm?navID=218

J Line, the Jewish Knowledge Center for Teens, wishes you a Hanukah filled with light.
Carolyn Gerecht cgerecht@jccpgh.org and Rabbi Ron Symons rsymons@jccpgh.org.
http://jccpgh.org/jewish-life-arts-events/jewish-life-portal-page/jewish-life/jline/

Candle 4
Light one candle... for ISRAEL
“The Land of Israel, was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual,
religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first attained to statehood,
created cultural values of national and universal significance and gave to the world
the eternal Book of Books.”
The Declaration of The Establishment of Israel, 1948
As the candles are burning. learn more about all the innovations Israel brings to our
world by connecting with Israel 21C at http://www.israel21c.org
Candle 5
Light one candle... to DECREASE HUNGER
“And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit trees of
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.” Genesis 1:11
As the candles are burning, find out more about hunger in Allegheny County by
learning from 412FoodRescue at http://412foodrescue.org/why-food-rescue/
Candle 6
Light one candle... to advocate for compassionate US IMMIGRATION POLICY
“The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as
yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.” Leviticus 19:34
As the candles are burning, read the letter 1000+ Rabbis sent to Congress thanks to
the work of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) http://www.hias.org
Candle 7
Light one candle... to improve PUBLIC EDUCATION
"Any city that does not have a school in it shall be cut off [all contact] until they find a
teacher for the children"
Moses Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Talmud Torah 2:1
As the candles are burning, learn more about the Pittsburgh movement to improve
our public schools led by Yinzercation at https://yinzercation.wordpress.com
Candle 8
Light one candle... to decrease SYSTEMIC RACISM
"You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kinsman, but incur no
guilt because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against your
countrymen. Love your fellow as yourself: I am Adonai." Leviticus 19: 17-18
As the candles are burning, learn more about the long history of Jewish Black
relations from the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism at
http://www.rac.org/race-relations-race-relations-and-jewish-values
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Light one candle.... in hopes of putting an END TO GUN VIOLENCE and demanding
COMMON SENSE GUN LAWS across our country
“Let them bet heir swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”
Isaiah 2:4
As the candles are burning, read the Jewish Council for Public Affairs’ Resolution
Calling For The Passage Of Meaningful Gun Safety Legislation.
Legislation. Just type that
title into browser and the document will pop up.
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Light one candle... in hopes of being more RESILIENT in the face of TERRORISM
"One who spills blood is as if that person has diminished the Divine Image"
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As the candles burn, learn more about our aspirations for peace as articulated by
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President of the Union for Reform Judaism, at
http://www.reformjudaism.org/blog/2015/10/15/sabbath-solidarity-and-prayerpeace
Candle 3
Light one candle.... in hopes of PROTECTING WOMEN’S
WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE RIGHTS
“Rebekah became pregnant. The children pressed against each other inside her. She
thought: If this is so, why do I exist? So she went to inquire of Adonai. Adonai said to
her: Two peoples are in your belly…” Genesis 25:22-24
As the candles are burning, learn how the National Council of Jewish Women is
advocating for women’s rights: NCJW Infuriated by Senate Vote to Repeal the
Affordable Care Act, Defund Planned Parenthood at
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the work of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) http://www.hias.org
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our public schools led by Yinzercation at https://yinzercation.wordpress.com
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Light one candle... to decrease SYSTEMIC RACISM
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countrymen. Love your fellow as yourself: I am Adonai." Leviticus 19: 17-18
As the candles are burning, learn more about the long history of Jewish Black
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Candle 1
Light one candle.... in hopes of putting an END TO GUN VIOLENCE and demanding
COMMON SENSE GUN LAWS across our country
“Let them bet heir swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”
Isaiah 2:4
As the candles are burning, read the Jewish Council for Public Affairs’ Resolution
Calling For The Passage Of Meaningful Gun Safety Legislation.
Legislation. Just type that
title into browser and the document will pop up.
Candle 2
Light one candle... in hopes of being more RESILIENT in the face of TERRORISM
"One who spills blood is as if that person has diminished the Divine Image"
Midrash Mekhilta Shemot 20:13
As the candles burn, learn more about our aspirations for peace as articulated by
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President of the Union for Reform Judaism, at
http://www.reformjudaism.org/blog/2015/10/15/sabbath-solidarity-and-prayerpeace
Candle 3
Light one candle.... in hopes of PROTECTING WOMEN’S
WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE RIGHTS
“Rebekah became pregnant. The children pressed against each other inside her. She
thought: If this is so, why do I exist? So she went to inquire of Adonai. Adonai said to
her: Two peoples are in your belly…” Genesis 25:22-24
As the candles are burning, learn how the National Council of Jewish Women is
advocating for women’s rights: NCJW Infuriated by Senate Vote to Repeal the
Affordable Care Act, Defund Planned Parenthood at
http://www.ncjw.org/content_12274.cfm?navID=218
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"Any city that does not have a school in it shall be cut off [all contact] until they find a
teacher for the children"
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As the candles are burning, learn more about the Pittsburgh movement to improve
our public schools led by Yinzercation at https://yinzercation.wordpress.com
Candle 8
Light one candle... to decrease SYSTEMIC RACISM
"You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kinsman, but incur no
guilt because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against your
countrymen. Love your fellow as yourself: I am Adonai." Leviticus 19: 17-18
As the candles are burning, learn more about the long history of Jewish Black
relations from the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism at
http://www.rac.org/race-relations-race-relations-and-jewish-values
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thought: If this is so, why do I exist? So she went to inquire of Adonai. Adonai said to
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Isaiah 2:4
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Legislation. Just type that
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Light one candle.... in hopes of PROTECTING WOMEN’S
WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE RIGHTS
“Rebekah became pregnant. The children pressed against each other inside her. She
thought: If this is so, why do I exist? So she went to inquire of Adonai. Adonai said to
her: Two peoples are in your belly…” Genesis 25:22-24
As the candles are burning, learn how the National Council of Jewish Women is
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COMMON SENSE GUN LAWS across our country
“Let them bet heir swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.”
Isaiah 2:4
As the candles are burning, read the Jewish Council for Public Affairs’ Resolution
Calling For The Passage Of Meaningful Gun Safety Legislation.
Legislation. Just type that
title into browser and the document will pop up.
Candle 2
Light one candle... in hopes of being more RESILIENT in the face of TERRORISM
"One who spills blood is as if that person has diminished the Divine Image"
Midrash Mekhilta Shemot 20:13
As the candles burn, learn more about our aspirations for peace as articulated by
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President of the Union for Reform Judaism, at
http://www.reformjudaism.org/blog/2015/10/15/sabbath-solidarity-and-prayerpeace
Candle 3
Light one candle.... in hopes of PROTECTING WOMEN’S
WOMEN’S HEALTHCARE RIGHTS
“Rebekah became pregnant. The children pressed against each other inside her. She
thought: If this is so, why do I exist? So she went to inquire of Adonai. Adonai said to
her: Two peoples are in your belly…” Genesis 25:22-24
As the candles are burning, learn how the National Council of Jewish Women is
advocating for women’s rights: NCJW Infuriated by Senate Vote to Repeal the
Affordable Care Act, Defund Planned Parenthood at
http://www.ncjw.org/content_12274.cfm?navID=218

J Line, the Jewish Knowledge Center for Teens, wishes you a Hanukah filled with light.
Carolyn Gerecht cgerecht@jccpgh.org and Rabbi Ron Symons rsymons@jccpgh.org.
http://jccpgh.org/jewish-life-arts-events/jewish-life-portal-page/jewish-life/jline/

Candle 4
Light one candle... for ISRAEL
“The Land of Israel, was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual,
religious and political identity was shaped. Here they first attained to statehood,
created cultural values of national and universal significance and gave to the world
the eternal Book of Books.”
The Declaration of The Establishment of Israel, 1948
As the candles are burning. learn more about all the innovations Israel brings to our
world by connecting with Israel 21C at http://www.israel21c.org
Candle 5
Light one candle... to DECREASE HUNGER
“And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation: seed-bearing plants, fruit trees of
every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so.” Genesis 1:11
As the candles are burning, find out more about hunger in Allegheny County by
learning from 412FoodRescue at http://412foodrescue.org/why-food-rescue/
Candle 6
Light one candle... to advocate for compassionate US IMMIGRATION POLICY
“The foreigner residing among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them as
yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.” Leviticus 19:34
As the candles are burning, read the letter 1000+ Rabbis sent to Congress thanks to
the work of the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society (HIAS) http://www.hias.org
Candle 7
Light one candle... to improve PUBLIC EDUCATION
"Any city that does not have a school in it shall be cut off [all contact] until they find a
teacher for the children"
Moses Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Hilchot Talmud Torah 2:1
As the candles are burning, learn more about the Pittsburgh movement to improve
our public schools led by Yinzercation at https://yinzercation.wordpress.com
Candle 8
Light one candle... to decrease SYSTEMIC RACISM
"You shall not hate your kinsfolk in your heart. Reprove your kinsman, but incur no
guilt because of him. You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against your
countrymen. Love your fellow as yourself: I am Adonai." Leviticus 19: 17-18
As the candles are burning, learn more about the long history of Jewish Black
relations from the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism at
http://www.rac.org/race-relations-race-relations-and-jewish-values
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